
 

Glowing and Showing Christ? 
The Gospel of Mark 4:21-25 Shining the light of the gospel to a dark world 

Introduction 

  
21 And He was saying to them, “A lamp is not brought to be put under a basket, is it, or under a 
bed? Is it not brought to be put on the lampstand? 22 “For nothing is hidden, except to be revealed; 
nor has anything been secret, but that it would come to light. 23 “If anyone has ears to hear, let 
him hear.” 24 And He was saying to them, “Take care what you listen to. By your standard of 
measure it will be measured to you; and more will be given you besides. 25 “For whoever has, to him 
more shall be given; and whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him”  

   
Mark1:14-15 Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel  4:26 The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil… 4:30 How shall we picture the 
kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it    

  

#1      ; The gospel was designed to     21-23 
LAMPS  

#1 The Word of God is a lamp Psalm 119:105 Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my path  
2 Peter 1:23 “a lamp shining in a dark place 

#2 The Lord Jesus Christ is a lamp Isaiah 9:2 He is the Great Light 

#3 Believers are a lamp. Matthew 5:14-16 You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men 
light a candle, and put it under a bushel… Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven 

 

  

 1st     : A light is to be SEEN … 21a 
Luke 11:33 No one, after lighting a lamp, puts it away in a cellar nor under a basket, but on the lampstand, so that those who enter 
may see the light   Matthew 5:14 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  
 

 

 2nd     : A light is to shine in the DARKNESS … 21b 
Matthew 5:16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven. 

  
1 Peter 2:12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may 
on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 
Philippians 2:15 Prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation, whom you appear as lights in the world 

  
Psalm 119:105 Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

 
Psalm 107:2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so! 
  

 
1 John 1:5 = God is light 
James 1:17 = God is the Father of lights 
1 Timothy 6:16 = God dwells in unapproachable light 
Psalms 104:2 = God is covered with light 
Acts 26:18 = Open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light, from the dominion of Satan to God. 



 

Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces 
of darkness. 2 Corinthians 4:4 the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God Romans 1:21Though they know God, they did not honor Him as God, but 
they became futile in their speculations and their foolish heart was darkened.  John 3:19 this is the judgment, that the light is 
come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light 

 
John 1:4-5 In Him was life; and the life was the light of men. John 8:12 I am the light of the world. John 12:35-36,46 For a 
little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you… While you have the 
Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light. I have come as light into the world, that everyone who believes in Me 
will not remain in darkness. 1 Thessalonians 5:5 For you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness 
Ephesians 5:8 You were formerly in darkness, but now you are light in the Lord 

 
Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

 
2 Corinthians 2:14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the 
knowledge of Him in every place. 

 

#2       – The Gospel was designed for     24-25 
  
 1st C      as to what you HEAR 24a 
1 Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

  
 2nd C       as to how you SERVE 24b 
1 Corinthians 3:8The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor 
Revelation 14:13 Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on …they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them. 
 
 
 3rd C      as to what you STEWARD 25 
 
Vines Jesus comes and gives people the truth, but if they won’t see it, the time comes when they cannot see. If 

people won’t hear it, the time comes when they cannot hear. As they refuse to know the truth, they lose their 

capacity to know the truth. 

 
Hiebert Disuse of spiritual ability leads to spiritual atrophy.  The disciples must use their knowledge of the 

mystery of the kingdom or their grip on it will diminish until they lose even that which they now possess.   

 
Conclusion 

 A In your relationship with Christ, standing     is impossible  

 

 B Work      at hearing 

 

 C The Lost are in the DARK and you are in the     
 
 
 

Manuscript notes, audio from today and all previous weeks are available at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 
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Glowing and Showing Christ? 
The Gospel of Mark 4:21-25 Shining the light of the gospel to a dark world 

Introduction 

  
21 And He was saying to them, “A lamp is not brought to be put under a basket, is it, or under a 
bed? Is it not brought to be put on the lampstand? 22 “For nothing is hidden, except to be revealed; 
nor has anything been secret, but that it would come to light. 23 “If anyone has ears to hear, let 
him hear.” 24 And He was saying to them, “Take care what you listen to. By your standard of 
measure it will be measured to you; and more will be given you besides. 25 “For whoever has, to him 
more shall be given; and whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him”  

   
Mark1:14-15 Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel  4:26 The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil… 4:30 How shall we picture the 
kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it    

  

#1 GLOWING; The gospel was designed to SHINE 21-23 
LAMPS  

#1 The Word of God is a lamp Psalm 119:105 Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my path  
2 Peter 1:23 “a lamp shining in a dark place 

#2 The Lord Jesus Christ is a lamp Isaiah 9:2 He is the Great Light 

#3 Believers are a lamp. Matthew 5:14-16 You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men 
light a candle, and put it under a bushel… Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven 

 

  

 1st VISIBLE: A light is to be SEEN… 21a 
Luke 11:33 No one, after lighting a lamp, puts it away in a cellar nor under a basket, but on the lampstand, so that those who enter 
may see the light   Matthew 5:14 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  
 

 

 2nd RADIANT: A light is to shine in the DARKNESS… 21b 
Matthew 5:16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven. 

  
1 Peter 2:12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may 
on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 
Philippians 2:15 Prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation, whom you appear as lights in the world 

  
Psalm 119:105 Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

 
Psalm 107:2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so! 
  

 
1 John 1:5 = God is light 
James 1:17 = God is the Father of lights 
1 Timothy 6:16 = God dwells in unapproachable light 
Psalms 104:2 = God is covered with light 
Acts 26:18 = Open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light, from the dominion of Satan to God. 



 

Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces 
of darkness. 2 Corinthians 4:4 the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God Romans 1:21Though they know God, they did not honor Him as God, but 
they became futile in their speculations and their foolish heart was darkened.  John 3:19 this is the judgment, that the light is 
come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light 

 
John 1:4-5 In Him was life; and the life was the light of men. John 8:12 I am the light of the world. John 12:35-36,46 For a 
little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you… While you have the 
Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light. I have come as light into the world, that everyone who believes in Me 
will not remain in darkness. 1 Thessalonians 5:5 For you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness 
Ephesians 5:8 You were formerly in darkness, but now you are light in the Lord 

 
Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

 
2 Corinthians 2:14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the 
knowledge of Him in every place. 

 

#2 SHOWING – The Gospel was designed for BROADCAST 24-25 
  
 1st CAUTION as to what you HEAR 24a 
1 Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

  
 2nd COMMITMENT as to how you SERVE 24b 
1 Corinthians 3:8The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor 
Revelation 14:13 Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on …they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them. 
 
 
 3rd CLARIFICATION as to what you STEWARD 25 
 
Vines Jesus comes and gives people the truth, but if they won’t see it, the time comes when they cannot see. If 

people won’t hear it, the time comes when they cannot hear. As they refuse to know the truth, they lose their 

capacity to know the truth. 

 
Hiebert Disuse of spiritual ability leads to spiritual atrophy.  The disciples must use their knowledge of the 

mystery of the kingdom or their grip on it will diminish until they lose even that which they now possess.   

 
Conclusion 

 A In your relationship with Christ, standing STILL is impossible  

 

 B Work HARD at hearing 

 

 C The Lost are in the DARK and you are in the LIGHT 
 
 
 

Manuscript notes, audio from today and all previous weeks are available at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 

http://media.faith-bible.net/

